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A cryptographer’s perspective on privacy-preserving

data mining and statistical disclosure control

We revisit the problem of statistical disclosure control – revealing accurate statistics about a pop-
ulation while preserving the privacy of individuals – from a cryptographic perspective.

We provide rigorous, well founded, definitions of privacy and explicit characterizations of the ca-
pabilities of the adversary. We then describe a powerful technique for achieving privacy while
preserving utility of the data, together with impossibility results that guided its development.
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